MotCP ‘Museum Object Investigators’ Lesson Plan
Main Objectives
· Students will understand that museum pieces such as artwork, images, and objects, help us connect with people and better understand cultures.
· Students will observe these objects to learn more about themselves, their peers, and this land.
Essential Questions
· Who made these objects?
· Who took these photos?
· Who are pictured in these images and objects?
· Why do we have these images and objects?
· What can we learn from these images and objects?
Main Themes of Curated Objects (specific to the Museum of the Cherokee People)
· EBCI citizens and people are Cherokee ancestry are still here.
· Cherokee people have ancestral ties to this place and have been here since time immemorial.
· There is not one “right” way to be Cherokee.
· The importance of clan structures and kinship ties.
Time Frame
· 1 to 2 class periods. You can customize this lesson to fit into your current teaching plan and can expand the lesson to incorporate the learning needs of your classroom.
· We suggest using one class period strictly for observation if possible (for the older grades) and one class period for reflection and discussion. Younger scholars might only hold interest in this activity for one class period.
Materials
· Museum objects (visit school exhibit curated by Museum of the Cherokee People)
· MotCP “Object Observation & Investigation” Worksheet
· “Questions to Ask About an Object” handout
· “Questions to Ask About an Image” handout
Vocabulary
· Culture
· Museum
· History
· Federally recognized tribe
· Clan (Wolf, Blue, Deer, Bird, Paint, Long Hair, Wild Potato)
· Museum object
· Photograph
· Senses (sight, hearing, touch, taste, smell)
Procedure
1. Start the class by learning or discussing the senses (sight, smell, taste, touch, hearing). It will be helpful to review these before our young scholars put on their investigator hats.
2. After discussing the senses, either project an image of a museum object or pass around photos to each table. Review the questions on the “Questions to Ask About an Object” handout with the class. As tables or as an entire class, try to answer each question from the worksheet about the object.
3. Repeat the above exercise with a projection of a museum image using the “Question to Ask About a Photograph” handout.
4. Take your class on a “field trip” to the MotCP Object Case. This might be easiest to do in smaller groups. Let students take some time to look through the different objects and identify an object they wish to observe and investigate for this activity.
5. Students looking for an additional challenge may choose to investigate both a photograph and a museum object. They may also complete both the “Observation Questions” handouts in addition to the “Object Observation & Investigation” worksheet for each object.
6. Let students spend 10-20 minutes completing their observation worksheets (adjust based on your class needs) next to the museum object case.
7. Some students may need to finalize their thoughts in the classroom. Then bring the class together or break out into small groups to let students share their observations about the objects that they choose to investigate. 
8. Conclude the activity by allowing students to make observations about what these objects have in common. Teachers can help guide the conversation by addressing the main themes of the curated objects listed above.
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