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ELATSOE

By Darcie Little Bagder (Lipan

Apache)

Ellie for short—lives in an alternate

contemporary America shaped by the

ancestral magics and knowledge of its

Indigenous and immigrant groups. She

can raise the spirits of dead animals—

most importantly, her ghost dog Kirby.

When her beloved cousin dies, all signs

point to a car crash, but his ghost tells

her otherwise: He was murdered.

REZ BALL

By Bryon Graves (Ojibwe)

These days, Tre Brun is happiest when he

is playing basketball on the Red Lake

Reservation high school team—even

though he can’t help but be constantly

gut-punched with memories of his big

brother, Jaxon, who died in an

accident.When Jaxon's former

teammates on the varsity team offer to

take Tre under their wing, he sees this as

his shot to represent his Ojibwe rez all

the way to their first state championship.

IMAGINARY BORDERS:

POCKET CHANGE

COLLECTIVE

By Xiuhtezcatl Martinez (Aztec)

In this personal, moving essay,

environmental activisit and hip-hop artist

Xiuhtezcatl Martinez uses his art and his

ativisim to show that climate change is a

human issue that can’t be ignored.

Martinez visualizes a future that allows us

to direct our anger, fear, and passion

toward creating change. Because, at the

end of the day, we all have a part to play.

FIRE KEEPER’S DAUGHTER

By Christine Day (Upper Skagit

Tribe)

Eighteen-year-old Daunis Fontaine has

never quite fit in, both in her hometown

and on the nearby Ojibwe reservation.

She dreams of a fresh start at college,

but when family tragedy strikes, Daunis

puts her future on hold to look after her

fragile mother. The only bright spot is

meeting Jamie, the charming new recruit

on her brother Levi’s hockey team.

MARROW THIEVES

By Cherie Dimaline (Metis)

The only people still able to dream are

North America's Indigenous people, and

it is their marrow that holds the cure for

the rest of the world. But getting the

marrow, and dreams, means death for

the unwilling donors. Driven to flight, a

fifteen-year-old and his companions

struggle for survival, attempt to reunite

with loved ones and take refuge from the

"recruiters" who seek them out to bring

them to the marrow-stealing "factories."

HUNTING BY STARS

By Cherie Dimaline (Metis)

Seventeen-year-old French lost his family

to recently reopened residential schools

and has spent the years since heading

north with his new found family: a group

of other dreamers, who, like him, are

trying to build and thrive as a community.

But then French wakes up in a pitch-

black room, locked in and alone for the

first time in years, and he knows

immediately where he is—and what it will

take to escape. 


